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holding Socialist opinions to prepare for " an outbreak of active strife," and " to keep close observation over the leaders of the Labour party, because these may easily be found in the leading strings of the Bourgeoisie." The letter, together with a spirited rejoinder from the Government dated October 24, which reminded the Soviet Government that it had quite recently pledged itself not to spread discontent or foment rebellion in any part of the British Isles, was published by the Foreign Office in the middle of the election, apparently with the sanction of the Prime Minister, though in his public speeches he left it in doubt whether he considered it authentic or not. The public concluded that the Foreign Office would not have published it unless it was sure of its authenticity, and an excited cry arose against the Government which with this letter in its possession had continued to negotiate a treaty with the Russian Government, and had even promised to guarantee them a loan. Apart from these circumstances die atmosphere created by the letter was disastrous to Labour. Large numbers of men and women saw the country threatened by a Revolutionary conspiracy in which the Bolshevists were joining hands with internal enemies supposed to be in league with the Labour party. The Conservative party made skilful use of the opportunity thus offered them, and an immense number of voters concluded that the only safe thing to do was to vote Conservative.
The Conservatives Again in Power
Thus within twelve months the Conservative party retrieved their blunder of the previous year, and came back 415 strong to the new House, while both the other parties were shattered. Labour being reduced from 191 to 152, and Liberals from 155 to 42. The general run to shelter from Bolshevism had swept past the liberal half-way house, and many electors vented tbdj: cKsjpleasfflre on the Liberal party for having helped to office aria kept i* office for even a short time a Socialist Government which was now said to be displayed in its true colours. Asqirith its gteady respected leader, lost his seat at Paisley, wiiere he had to meet the concentrated attack of Labour,
f *"? no Aailks for ^™& ^ped it to office, largely responsible for its eviction from office.
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